
SHOTLEY BRIDGE VILLAGE TRUST:  Annual review 2019/2020 

The Last AGM was held in May 2019 and this review covers the year unHl May 2020, when an AGM would 
have been held were it not for the COVID-19 pandemic. 

At the 2019 AGM, five commiRee members and officers were elected. At the following Open MeeHng John 
O’Connor presented a cheque for £500 from Project Genesis towards our summer planHng and talked 
about the work of Project Genesis Trust.  We also heard about the future of Community Hospital Services 
at Shotley Bridge from Sarah Burns of the North Durham Clinical Commissioning Group. 

Since then there has been just one other Open MeeHng, in October 2019, when members of the Heritage 
Working Group gave a presentaHon on the QR plaques, which have been installed on historic sites and 
buildings around the village.  

Our thanks to Councillor Robinson for coming to the meeHngs to update us on issues raised with him and 
receive comments and quesHons. Thanks also for funding from his Neighbourhood Budget towards the cost 
of tub planHng and for the cost and installaHon of the new noHce board (see below). 

Obviously, the Trust’s acHviHes have been seriously curtailed since lockdown at the end of March this year. 

BLOOMING SHOTLEY BRIDGE 

The working group conHnued to arrange the summer and winter planHng days for our tubs in June and 
October respecHvely. Through the summer and late autumn three working parHes were held, to Hdy up The 
Cut and The Triangle. Many thanks to the volunteers who took part in these acHviHes, also to Margaret 
Howard, who has conHnued to plant up and maintain the verge on Snows Green Road, to great effect. 

John Shaw, with some help, has maintained the wild flower meadow on Kiln Bank, despite some damage 
from extreme downpours. 

HERITAGE WORKING GROUP 

The Heritage working group conHnued to organise the installaHon of our QR plaques. We have been 
working towards a target of over 30 heritage locaHons in all.   

For the naHonal Heritage Open Days weekends in September the group again organised a number of 
guided walks around the village. These proved to be less popular than last year, aRracHng just 17 visitors. 

DOG FOULING WORKING GROUP 

The Trust is now using the “Pooper Snooper” app, which encourages members to mark the locaHon of dog 
fouling, so that over Hme “hot spots” will be idenHfied, showing problems areas that will be reported to 
the council. The app also marks the locaHon of all dog waste and liRer bins in the village. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

In the summer the community noHce board in the village was replaced by a new board. This is available for 
local community groups to adverHse meeHngs and events. 

At the end of November we enjoyed the annual event of switching the Christmas tree lights on, with carols 
sung by children from Shotley Bridge Primary School. 

Since March the trust’s acHviHes have been seriously curtailed by restricHons to combat the pandemic. 
Individuals have conHnued to maintain the flower tubs and planters and carry out some Hdying up in the 
village. 


