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At the last AGM and Open Meeting on 30 June 2015 we were given a very 
interesting illustrated talk on the Red Kites in the Derwent Valley by Harold 
Dobson of the Friends of the Red Kites. 

Since then we have held two Open Meetings. In September, and in March this year 
when Andrew Thompson gave an illustrated talk on the Swordmakers of Shotley 
Bridge. There were also updates at both meetings on the work of the Blooming 
Shotley Bridge and Heritage working groups and progress on the village centre 
improvements being undertaken by the council with Section 106 funding from 
Story’s development at the hospital site. Generally, there have been about 30 to 
40 members present at these open meetings. We are also grateful to Councillor 
Stephen Robinson for his regular attendance to report on issues in the village and 
to respond to questions and other matters raised. 

In between these open meetings, the committee has met in September, December 
and May. The two working groups have also met regularly during the past year. 

The Working Groups 

1) Shotley Bridge Bloomers 

The working group, together with a good number of volunteers, have continued 
their work in maintaining the planting tubs and other beds in the village, with 
summer planting in June and winter planting in October. We have introduced 
more sustainable planting in some of the council beds, at Snows Green Road, 
The Triangle and opposite Rumi’s, as well as in some of the tubs.  

As in previous year we entered the Northumbria in Bloom competition for 2015. 
We were again awarded a Silver Gilt Award, but were disappointed in just 
missing out on a Gold Award. The awards were presented at a ceremony in 
Berwick in September. The Bloomers organised litter picks prior to the judges 
visits, as well as a “tidy up” working party in The Cut in April. 

Fundraising is another important part of the Bloomers’ work. Stalls were 
manned at the August Bank Holiday Fun Day at the Spa and at the Snods 
Christmas Fair. A coffee morning in November raised £450 and our Councillors 
gave us a grant of £500 via the BBB&SB Partnership. Other donations included 
£48 from Eve’s Dress Shop raffle. 

The Bloomers have decided not to enter the village in the Northumbria in 
Bloom competition for 2016, although work on maintaining the planting and 
keeping the village tidy will continue. 



2) Heritage Working Group 

The main work of the group has been in researching, drafting and arranging the 
printing of a 36 page booklet on the history of the village. This is now available 
to purchase. 

The group has arranged for the design and manufacture of three heritage 
plaques relating to historic buildings in the village centre and at Shotley Grove. 
These will be installed during 2016. 

Both the booklet and the plaques have been funded by a grant from our two 
councillors’ Neighbourhood Budget. 

The group took part in the national Heritage Open Days event in September, by 
organising guided and self-guided walks around the village. 

Other activities 

The Village Trust continues to be represented on a number of other groups and 
partnerships.The most notable for the village is the Shotley Bridge Stakeholder 
Group for the village centre improvements funded by Section 106 monies from 
Story housebuilders. 

 These improvements included enhanced street lighting, paving, parking bays and 
the installation of a replica drinking fountain (The Pant) within a seating area. 
Their completion was celebrated with an official unveiling of The Pant by County 
Councillors in May.  

The Trust is also represented on The Consett and District Heritage Initiative, The 
Land of Oak and Iron working groups and the BBB&SB Partnership. 

At the beginning of December, the Trust organised an event switching on the lights 
of the Christmas tree in The Triangle followed by carol singing. The event had to 
be delayed by one day, due to very adverse weather conditions. 

Publicity. 

A newsletter is distributed to members before each Open Meeting. 

 Meetings are also publicised with posters in the village and on the Derwent Valley 
Action Area Partnership’s Derwentvalleylife website.  

The Village Trust Blogsite – sbvt.wordpress.com -  is maintained by Jeff Singleton 
and we also have a Facebook page. 


