
AGENDA FOR THE OPEN MEETING
on Tuesday 29 September 2009 at 7.45 pm

1)  Introduction and Apologies

2)  Proposed Development at The Spa
Grounds

3)  Village Centre Open Weekend

4)  Benfieldside, Blackhill, Bridgehill and
Shotley     Bridge Community Partnership

5)  “The Parking Lot”

6)  Northumbria in Bloom

7)  County Councillors’ Report

8)  Any other Business

As you will see from the enclosed leaflet, the nursery school
and Derwentside Catholic Family History Society are
planning an exhibition as part of the Open Weekend in
December and are appealing for photos and other
memorabilia.  Please come at 6.30pm if you have any
contribution.
Refreshments will be served at 7.30pm and the Open
Meeting will start at 7.45pm.
If you are coming by car, please park considerately.

SHOTLEY BRIDGE VILLAGE TRUST

NEWSLETTER
September 2009                                   Issue No. 64

The Village Trust’s next Open
Meeting

will be held at 7.45pm on
 Tuesday 29 September

 in Shotley Bridge Methodist Church
Hall.
wwwww

Refreshments will be available.

Access to the Methodist Church Hall is in Derwent Place, at
the back of the old town hall, off Snows Green Road.  There

is a door half-way along Derwent Place, with a sign
“Methodist Church Hall”
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This is an open meeting for all members, guests, and any
other local resident who would like to find out about the

Village Trust or simply join in the discussion.  Please pass
this newsletter on to any friends or neighbours who might be

interested.

See the back page of this newsletter for the agenda of the
Open Meeting.



PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT SHOTLEY SPA
AND CRICKET CLUB
Following Derwentside District Council’s decision in
March that they were “minded to approve” this
application, it was referred to the Government’s regional
office in Newcastle.  The Government Office has decided
not to call in the application, and so it will now be
considered by Durham County Council’s Central Planning
Committee – probably at its meeting on 20 October – to
make a final decision on the application. Since
Derwentside Council’s initial decision, the applicant has
submitted further supporting information and the planning
department has received additional letters of objection. It
is expected that the committee will make a site visit on the
day before their meeting.

VILLAGE CENTRE OPEN WEEKEND
Following the successful Open Weekend organised by the
village centre businesses in March, a second Village
Centre Open Weekend is proposed for the first weekend in
December.  This is being organised by a partnership of
village businesses and community groups.  The committee
of the Village Trust suggests that we should become more
actively involved on behalf of the community.  We will be
putting forward a number of ideas at the Open Meeting.
We would like your views and suggestions, and will be
looking for volunteers to help.
The leaflet enclosed with this newsletter describes
proposals for a exhibition to be held during the open
weekend by the nursery school and a local history society,
which the Village Trust supports.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
The Benfieldside, Blackhill, Bridgehill and Shotley Bridge
Partnership was launched in April this year and officers and a
management committee elected in June.  Priority issues for the
Partnership to tackle have been identified and two focus
groups set up - to look at 1)  environmental concerns and   2)
community safety.  The environment group has agreed three
priorities; litter and dog fouling, roads and footpaths, and the
council’s improvement scheme for the Blackhill shops area.

“THE PARKING LOT”
At the Village Trust AGM in May, it was agreed that a sub-
committee (dubbed “The Parking Lot”) should be set up to
look at parking issues in the village.  This group of six
business and resident volunteers from the village, together
with the Trust’s secretary, Jeff Singleton, has been carrying
out surveys in the village over recent months. A full report
will be made to the Open Meeting.

NORTHUMBRIA IN BLOOM
Should the Village Trust enter Shotley Bridge for the
Northumbria in Bloom competition for 2010?  If so, a bid
must be submitted in December this year.  More information
on what is involved will be provided at the Open Meeting and
we need your views.  If we agree with this idea, it is suggested
that a sub-committee is formed to take the bid forward –
volunteers needed!

If you are interested in any of these issues and would like
to get involved, but can’t come to the meeting, please
contact Jeff Singleton or John Worters.


