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The Village Trust’s Annual General Meeting
will be held at 7.45pm on Tuesday 19 May

 in the Methodist Church Hall.
wwwww

Refreshments will be available.
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Access to the Methodist Church Hall is in Derwent Place, at the back of the old town hall,

off Snows Green Road.  There is a door half-way along Derwent Place, with a sign
“Methodist Church Hall”

This is an open meeting for all members, guests, and any other local resident who would
like to find out about the Village Trust or simply join in the discussion.
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The AGM will elect the committee and officers for the coming year, receive
the treasurer’s report and review the past year’s activities.  There will be an

opportunity for discussion, comment and questions about the Trust’s
activities and issues affecting the village.  We are seeking nominations for

people wishing to join the committee and for the officers - chairman,
secretary and treasurer.  If you are willing to put your name forward, or
know someone who is, please fill in the slip at the end of this newsletter or

contact the current chairman, John Worters,
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At the AGM there will be a display of old photos of Shotley Bridge.
The agenda will include discussion about the formation of a new

Community Partnership for the Benfieldside, Blackhill, Bridgehill
and Shotley Bridge areas and a representative of the council will be

present to explain the current position on the planning application for
development at Shotley Bridge Cricket Club and the Spa Grounds.
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT THE CRICKET CLUB AND SPA GROUNDS
 At their last meeting in March, Derwentside District Council’s Development Control Committee resolved
that they were “minded to approve” the planning application for the construction of 25 detached houses, two
apartment blocks (each containing 30 apartments), a new cricket clubhouse and pitch, new vehicular access
and the restoration of the spa well, subject to the resolution of outstanding issues.
The Trust, which, along with many others, had objected to the application, understands that the main
outstanding issue relates to the objection by the Environment Agency.
As the development would be a departure from the Derwentside District Plan, it will have to be referred to
the government’s regional office in Newcastle before it could be taken back to the new Durham County
Council committee for a final decision.

PARTNERSHIPS
1. DERWENT VALLEY AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP

Durham County Council’s Area Action Partnership for the Consett area was launched at a meeting in the
Civic Centre on 23 April.  The meeting was attended by 125 people, who chose the title of the
partnership and discussed the priority issues that the partnership should tackle.  The partnership covers
not only Consett and the surrounding communities, but also villages, such as Hamsterley and
Burnopfield, further down the Derwent Valley.

2. BENFIELDSIDE, BLACKHILL,BRIDGEHILL AND SHOTLEY BRIDGE
COMMUNITY  PARTNERSHIP
The last newsletter referred to the proposal to establish a partnership for our neighbourhood.  A steering
group has been drafting a constitution and proposed arrangements for the partnership. The initial public
meeting to explain the partnership and seek nominations for the officers and committee is being held at
Blackhill Baptist Church Hall, Pemberton Road on Thursday 14 May at 7.00 pm.
Please come along to the meeting.  It is important that Shotley Bridge is well represented at the
partnership, so that our voice is heard, both at this level and at the Area Action Partnership.

LITTER
For the very successful  Big Open Weekend organised by Shotley Bridge businesses at the end of March,
Village Trust members carried our a litter pick in and around the village centre early on the Saturday
morning.  The Trust supports the campaign by the Council for the Protection of Rural England to persuade
the government to take action on “the rising tide of litter in our towns, villages and countryside”.  The CPRE
is encouraging the public to send a letter to their MP on this issue.  (For more information see the CPRE
website www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns )
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Newsletter editor; John Worters

SHOTLEY BRIDGE VILLAGE TRUST:  COMMITTEE AND OFFICER NOMINATIONS

I wish to 1) nominate______________________________________ 2) stand myself

for the position of  a)  committee member  b)  chairman  c)  secretary  d)  treasurer

of Shotley Bridge Village Trust for the year commencing 19 May 2009. (please delete as

appropriate)  signed__________________________name_________________________

Address____________________________________________    phone______________

Please return to John Worters, 59 Queens Road, Blackhill, DH8 0BW


